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Besides, he was rebuilding Windsor in an expensive ecstasy
of feudal arcliitecture, and there were awkward questions
about royal palaces and Crown estates, which the Chancellor
might meddle with; and Palmerston was always truculent.
It resulted that whilst his pretty friend at Panshanger was
still expecting him to go to the Exchequer in the autumn,
an embarrassed Prime Minister withdrew the offer. The
pill was gilded, since for the moment he had all the Army
business; and Mr. Canning offered him a peerage or any-
thing else that he might desire, when it should revert to a
new Commander-in-Chief, together with a profusion of those
" general assurances which mean nothing at all." A little
later he tendered a yet more meagre solace to his follower
with the surprising statement that the King had said to
him that he had good reason to know that the thing of all
others which Lord Palmerston should like would be to
succeed the Duke of Manchester as Governor of Jamaica.
The royal divination was strangely at fault; since Palmer-
ston, whose laugh was hearty, laughed so loudly that Mr.
Canning was quite put out. His gravity was less disturbed,
but he was equally unmoved, by a further offer of the
Governor-Generalship of India. He had refused it twice
before and now declined with a graceful reference to the
climate and (less credibly) to his health.

So, while the tropics called in vain, Lord Palmerston
remained immovably at the War Department, and Mr.
Creevey ungratefully reported that " everybody's language
is that the Army is going to the devil under Palmerston."
But in the summer, after that August night when the cloaked
gentleman of Endymion's heated recollection " emerged from
a club-house at the top of St. James's Street and descended
that celebrated eminence/' the brief light of Mr. Canning
flickered out; and Lord Goderich, in whom ennoblement had
effaced few traces of Mr. Robinson, assumed the burden.
The strange amalgam of Whigs and Canningites was con-
tinued, although the Duke returned to the Horse Guards.
The indefatigable apprentice at the War Department was
thought of for the highest positions. Earlier in the year